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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

*Spring Field Day ac-
tivities on April 24,
2006 at 5:30 p.m. at
Bobby Hardin's Farm
located on High Point
Weir Road Louisville,
MS

FWCSHC next
monthly meeting will
occur on May 1, 2006

at 3:55 pm. at the
extension office in

Louisville, MS

Call Gloria Moore for
more details

662-705-0112

Frank Taylor
601-346-9850

or
ftaylor@bellsouth.net

P. O. Box 23813
Jackson, MS 39225
|

For the latest Fashion styles

and accessories, shop:

H& H

Boutique

7149 Brooksville
Louisville, MS 39339

662-173-2716

GREENSBORO ECHO

114" Conference-by Pam Madzima

f—

Tuskegee University held
the 114™ Annual Farmers’
Conference on February 23-
24, 2006. The
Farmers’ Conference dates
back from 1892, when
Booker T. Washington ob-
served the need to
remedies to improve the
conditions of rural black
farmers in the South, who
had just gone through slav-
ery, and were facing social,
economic, and educational
and morale problems. To-
day, this work continues as
agricultural workers focus
on addressing the problems
that smallscale farmers,
landowners and communi-
ties face in  managing
changes in agriculture. The
theme for this year’s confer-

Annual

seek

ence was: Small Rural Farms
Partnering in Local, National
and Global Markets, to dem-
onstrate the capability of
smaller farms to produce
beyond their communities
The objectives of the confer-
ence were to (1) share up-to-
date information relevant to

small-scale farmers and land-
owners involved in the pro-
duction of traditional and
alternative agricultural prod-
ucts; (2) create an awareness
about family health, nutri-
tional challenges, and exist-
ing resources for rural fami-
lies; and (3) strengthen net-
works and partnerships that
address problems of small-
scale agriculture and rural
A great
wealth of information was
presented by various USDA
agencies, University special-
ists, Extension staff, com-
munity-based organization
staff, and farmers. Informa-
tion disseminated to the
audience included, small
farm cooperative marketing
and value added product
development opportunities;
programs and opportunities
involving youth in agricul-
ture; upcoming grant oppor-
tunities available from the
Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search and Education Pro-
gram for small farmers;
health awareness targeting

communities.

obesity management and
treatment strategies; wills,
estate planning and per-
sonal finance management
for financially distressed
families;
protection procedures from
illegal use of land. Some of
the keynote speakers in-
cluded, Honorable Bobby
Singleton, Alabama’s 24™"
District State Senator; Mr.
Ralph Paige, the Federation
of Southern Cooperatives/
Land Assistance Fund’s Ex-
ecutive Director; and Ala-

and landowner

bama’s State Commissioner
of Agriculture, Ron Sparks.
A special highlight of each
year’s
honor the legacy of Thomas
Monroe Campbell, Sr., the
nation’s first Cooperative
Extension Agent,
award the Merit Farm Fam-
ily award.  Mr. Alphonso
Hooks from Shorter, Ala-
bama was awarded the 2006
Merit Farm Family Award
for exhibiting agricultural
success and dedication to
community The
Farmer’s Conference, which
drew many participants
from all over the South,
including  Frank  Taylor
President of the Winston
County Self-Help Coopera-
tive was afforded an oppor-
tunity to dialogue the coop-
erative’s credo of helping
save to save rural America.

conference is to

and to

service.
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February Activities

February 6 held regular
monthly meeting.

February 12, Arbor Day

activities.

February 15-18 one
member participated in
leadership training at
Prairie View University

in Hempstead, TX.

February 19, youth at-
tended 4-H sponsored
basketball game at
MSU.

February 23, leadership
team held planning
meeting.

February 23-24 one
member participated in
Tuskegee’s Farmers
Conference.

February 25, 3 members
participated in 4-H
Training Conference at

MSU.

February 27, held
march’s regular monthly
meeting.

February Report-by Frank Taylor

The Winston County Self-Help Coopera-
tive continued to help save rural America
in the month of February with several in-
triguing events. The cooperative met on
February 6, with Elizabeth Myles from
Alcorn State University's Small Farmers
Department dialoguing on services for
farmers. Myles stated she is enthusiastic to
be working with the Winston County Self-
Help Cooperative members and other
farmers to help save rural America. Alcorn
State University's Small Farmers Depart-
ment offers technical assistance, loan pack-
ing, and identifying emerging markets.
Additionally, Myles is working with the
North/South Institute to recruit farmers
for the Second Annual Farmer’s Summit

in Fort Lauderdale, FLA on March 6-8.

Myles received an honorary membership
from the Winston County Self-Help Coop-
erative because she is committed to help
small farmers earn extra income from their
natural resources, according to Willie Mat-
thews, coop member.

The cooperative instituted a writing and pub-
lic speaking component for the youth mem-
bers. This initiative has unanimous support
from the cooperative membership and par-
ents. The participants will follow stated guide-
lines to participant in this initiative. The co-
operative members will choose the winner{s}
and a monetary gift will be given. Zoria
Nicholson essay on DR. Martin Luther King
Jr was selected as February winner. She at-
tends Fair Elementary School in Louisville,

MS.




